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its house in order. Germany is as yet in no condition
to make war, but if not rightly handled may become so.
France wants no war, but could be provoked thereto by
German folly. But she is not going to reduce her armaments
unless the world guarantees to her satisfaction, not theirs,
that she shall not be over-run again, by a more populous
neighbour.

There is one uncontrolled factor whose conduct conforms
to no known rule, and whose internal factors may even
defy by their own weight and loss of balance, the efforts
to control them of the rulers that she has. Russia is the
one real danger, on whom all eyes should rest, and what-
ever may be said at the League tables, prevents Europe from
disarming.

CONCERNING DISARMAMENT

The inevitable conclusion seems to be that disarmament
as envisaged by enthusiasts is not practical politics and
that the Disarmament Conference is dead. From the welter
of ineffective proposals the following points may emerge.

(1)  That  further  reductions   may   be  possible  unless

Germany be going berserk.

(2)  That certain forms of war, submarines, gas bombing,

the bombardment of undefended capitals, may be
outlawed by general consent.

(3)  That the distinction between offensive and defensive

armaments is a chimera that should be dropped,
but that any conventions can usefully follow the
terms of the preceding clause. Under it, if all
concerned agreed, heavy tanks or iron rations or
any other objectionable item might be eliminated.

(4)  That any form of serious international control of an

agreement, and inspection, would be unbearable
to any self-respecting great Power, in fact contrary
to human nature and human susceptibilities.